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School Bus

Before the performance...

Familiarize your students with what it means to be a great audience 
member by introducing these theatre etiquette basics:

• Arrive early enough to find your seats and settle in before the show begins 
(20-30 minutes).

• Remember to turn your electronic devices OFF so they do not disturb the 
performers or other audience members.

• Remember to sit appropriately and to stay quiet so that the audience 
members around you can enjoy the show too.

PLEASE NOTE: 

*THIS EVENT IS SCHEDULED TO LAST APPROX 60 MINUTES.
10:00am – 11:00am

• Audience members arriving by car should plan to park in the Rivers Street 
Parking Deck. There is a small charge for parking. Buses should plan to
park along Rivers Street – Please indicate to the Parking and Traffic
Officer when you plan to move your bus (i.e. right after the show, or after
lunch) so that they can help keep everyone safe.

• Adults meeting a school group at the show will be asked to sign in at the 
lobby and wait to be escorted to their group by a security guard.



In Japanese, the word “Kodo” holds a double meaning. It can be translated as 
“heartbeat,” the primal source of all rhythm. However, our group’s name is 

written with different characters, which mean “drum” and “child.” This reflects 
Kodo’s desire to play the drums with the simple heart of a child.

Since the group’s debut at the Berlin Festival in 1981, Kodo has given over 7,000 
performances on all five continents, spending about a third of the year overseas, 
a third touring in Japan and a third rehearsing and preparing new material on 

Sado Island. Kodo strives to both preserve and re-interpret traditional Japanese 
performing arts. 

Kodo’s school program is a cultural and musical experience, designed to allow 
students to feel the sound of the Japanese taiko drum with their whole body. 

The students will get a chance to learn about who Kodo is as traveling 
musicians, the various Japanese musical instruments that are used in the 

performance, dive deep on what taiko is, and discover the different sounds that 
these instruments can make.

If you would like additional resources, 
please see the KODO website and social channels:

https://www.kodo.or.jp/en/
https://www.youtube.com/@KodoHeartbeat
https://www.instagram.com/kodoheartbeat/
https://www.facebook.com/KodoHeartbeat

https://twitter.com/KodoHeartbeatEn



Introductions of Taiko and instruments 

Miya-daiko 

This is a beer-barrel shaped drum with tacked heads made of one big piece of wood 

(Japanese cypress, zelkova, oak). 

It was brought to Japan from China through Korea around the 15th century. 

The Miya-daiko is used mainly for Japanese traditional festivals. 

Hira-daiko 

These Taiko drums are made in the same way as Miya-daiko. 

Their diameter is longer than a man’s height. 

Okedo-daiko 

These are lace-headed drums of various sizes. Many pieces of wood are put together to make an 

Okedo-daiko. The biggest Okedo-daiko in Japan is 380cm in diameter. 

It is made light so that it can be played while being carried.  

Musicians frequently play this type of Taiko drums  

at the Shishimai (Japanese dance-like play) or Kabuki. 



 

Shime-daiko  

A small drum with laced heads, the Shime-daiko was brought to Japan from Kudara(Korea) 

around the 6th century. Its body is made of zelkova or pine tree which is hollowed out inside. 

Cow skin is put over each end and fastened with hemp. This Taiko drum has a high pitched 

sound and is often used to play fast rhythm. 

 

 

 

Chappa 

A small bronze cymbal, the Chappa was used widely in the ancient Near East. Passing along the 

Silk Road, it was first brought to China, and then to Japan around the Nara Era. It is often used 

at religious services. 

 

 

 

Shamisen 

One of the best-known Japanese instruments, the Shamisen is used to provide accompaniment 

to different styles of vocal music and theatrical performances. The Shamisen came to Japan 

from China via the Ryukyu Island and was fashioned into its current shape during the 16th 

century. It has a long thin neck and a box whivh resonates when its three strings are plugged 

with a big plectrum called Bachi. The Shamisen became widely popular from about the 17th 

century. Today it can be heard accompanying Kabuki,Bunraku and Joruri performances as well 

as traditional dances and folk songs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Koto 

The Koto was introduced to Japan in the Nara Era as one of the instruments used in Japanese 

court music and dance from China in the Tang Dynasty. The first Japanese Koto was the 

Chikushi Koto. The unique composer Kenko Yamada used the Koto as his main instrument. 

Before that the Koto was only used as an accompaniment. Yamada continued improving the 

instrument in cooperation with Koto master Fusayoshi Shigemoto and together they created a 

new type of Koto of about 180cm wide. This increased the volume of sound dramatically. The 

sound also became much clearer. Yamato’s Koto is the original Yamada Koto and the 

production method and playing technique have been passed down until today. The best sound 

quality for the Yamada Koto is acquired with a hollowed out Paulownia tree forty to fifty years 

old having a diameter of about 40cm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shinobue  

The Shinobue is a Japanese flute made from shino-bamboo. There are twelve types of Shinobue 

flutes, each having seven holes. The Shinobue acts as the melodic counterpart to the rhythm of 

the Taiko. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School Bus

Enriching lives, sparking imaginations, and 
inspiring a love of learning through the arts!

Arts education and outreach programming at Appalachian is committed to 
connecting university arts resources to a diverse audience of community arts patrons, 
teachers and learners in the campus community, and in the public, private and home 

school network across our region. In doing so, the series strives to broaden and 
deepen arts experiences for audiences of all ages, while ensuring access to the arts for 

young audiences, building future audiences for the arts, and inspiring a love of 
learning through the arts. 

Every season, affordable music, dance, film, and theatre events are offered to 
students and their teachers from K-12 classrooms across the region. Students 
experience everything from high-energy acrobatics and Appalachian music to 

international dance and literary classics brought to life through theatrical 
productions. In recent seasons, more than 8,000 students across our region have 

attended APPlause Series events.

This academic year, the APPlause! Series will offer three virtual performances that are 
completely free and offer compelling programming to connect to K-12 classrooms, 

thanks in large part to generous donors who believe in supplying educators with arts 
programming that will spark creativity and inspire a love of learning.

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
The APPlause! 2022-23 season has been generously supported by a grant from the 

JAMES G. HANES MEMORIAL FUND
&

STEVE AND SUE CHASE.
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